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Press Release 
Toronto Youth Pay Tribute to Nelson Mandela 

Thousands of Toronto students pay tribute to Mandela during Black History Month 

Twenty-three thousand students in Toronto will pay tribute to the late Nobel Peace Prize laureate, 
Mr. Nelson Mandela, this February during a school presentation entitled, Mandela: Gifts From A 
Leader. The in-school presentation has been produced by HOZA! Creative Mediation and honours 
Mr. Mandela’s leadership, spirit of forgiveness, and the role that he played in reconciling South 
Africa. 

HOZA! is a Toronto based arts-in-education provider that was founded in 2007 by South African 
artist-educator, Kevin Fell. Fell says, “Our aim is to engage students in social justice learning through 
the arts. Hoza is an African word that means CHANGE! Our presentation introduces life-skills that 
can help students to put a stop to negative thinking and behaviours, and help them to start living the 
changes that they envision for themselves and our world. It isn’t a co-incidence that our show opens 
on President Trump’s first working day as president of the United States.” 

In the past HOZA! has focused on themes such as bullying; racism; the use of social media as a 
tool for social justice; and the abuse of power. “This year students are being asked to embrace 
the same spirit of justice and reconciliation in their lives as Mandela did in his,” says Fell. 

The highly participatory show makes use of traditional songs and drumming, Gumboot Dance, Diski 
Dance (a uniquely South African soccer dance that emerged during the 2004 FIFA World Cup in 
South Africa) and story-telling to educate students about the life of Nelson Mandela. The show also 
incorporates a moment of silence in honour of the late Mr. Mandela. 

Mandela visited Toronto in 1998, when he addressed 40,000 students at the Rogers Centre and 
then again in 2001. It is testament to our nations love for Mandela that, this February alone, twenty-
three thousand of Toronto’s students will pay tribute to Mandela in their schools across our city. 
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